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to transfer this tubed cork from one bottle to another as occasion
requires.
The Support.-Never
stick a pin into any beetle if you can
avoid it is a good maxim-in other words, mount all except the
very largest species on cards; Carabus, Dytis cus, and Lucanus
may, I suppose, be pinned, but I would rather have them on
cards. Choose a thick card, as it does not buckle, and is firmer
on the pin. Decide on about four standard sizes, and do not
vary from them; a series well mounted on cards of the same
size and at the same height on the pins is a thing of beauty, but
on cards of different sizes and at different heights is a disgusting
sight-I have many of them, I regret to say, put up in my inexperienced days.
.
Following the plan adopted in many museums, I have
punches made of the four standard sizes, but these are not
really necessary, as with a pair of compasses, a flat ruler, and a
pencil, the cards can to all intents and purposes be cut the
same size, but it is necessary to keep a card accurately ruled as
a gauge.
One has now to decide whether to join the long card or short
card brigade. A long card placed at the top of a long pin has, I
think, the best appearance , but the extra room required is a
great drawback, and unless one's cabinet is a forty-drawer one,
I should advise the adoption of a short card placed at the top of
.a "point," i.e. a pin without a head, there is nothin g then to
interfere with the use of a powerful short focus len s. I use a
Steinheil magnifying eight times, and one magnifying twelve,
but with the former the characters of nearly all species except
the smallest can be made out, and .it is seldom necessary to
employ a compound microscope.
(To be continued.)

DESCRIPTION

OF A NEW SPECIES
FROM INDIA.

BY P.

OF MEGACHILE

CAMERON.

J.1iegachi
le nicevillii, sp. nov.
Black; the head and thorax covered with snow-white pubescence,
the dorsal abdominal segments with similar pubescence, the scopa
snow-white; wings hyaline, the nervures and stigma black; the first
recurrent nervure received two-thirds of the length of the first transverse cubital nervure from the latter, the second clearly separated
from the second transverse cubital. Mandibles bidentate, the apical
tooth longer than it is wide at the base, gradually narrowed towards
the apex, which is rounded; the second broad, bluntly rounded. 'i'.
Length, 7 mm. ; breadth, 2 mm.
.

NOTESAND OBSERVATIONS.
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"India"
is .the only locality I have for this species.
Head, pro- and mesothorax closely, somewhat strongly, punctured;
the post-scutellum and metanotum smooth, shining, bare. Head a
little wider than the thorax; the clypeus wider than long, its apex
transverse. The pubescence on the face and front is long and dense.
Abdomen not quite so long as the head and thorax united, the basal
four segments shining , distinctly but not very closely punctured, the
last opaque, much more closely punctured, its apex with a broad
white hair-band. Except on the under side of the tarsi, where it is
tinged with rufous, the hair on the legs is white; the calcaria white,
the posterior darker coloured than the others. The second abscissa
of the radius is not much longer than the first.
Of the Indian species known to me the present comes nearest
to M. elfrona, Cam., which may be known from it by the opaque,
aciculated, almost punctured metanotum, by the first recurrent
nervure being received nearer the transverse cubital, and by the
rufous tarsi.

NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS.
TRICHOPTILUS
PALUDUM
Z. IN EAST DEVON.-Whilst
collecting
last September in East Devon, I took several specimens of a small
plume-moth, which subsequent investigation proved to be T. palud,um.
It was flying in the afternoon over a boggy piece of ground, and its
short flight of about a yard, from tuft to tuft of stunted heather, made
it difficult to see. The most westerly record given in Barrett's 'Lepidoptera' is Dorset, but the species evidently exists over the borders
of this county.-ARCHIBALD SHARPIN;Bedford, March 14th, 1908.
EXAMPLEOF PROTECTIVE
MIMICRYIN MALEHEPIALUSHUMULI.On July 16th, 1907, whilst walking in one of the lanes near here, I
was struck by the large quantity of" Cuckoo spit" on the grass which
was growing on the lane side, and was led to make a closer examination. To my surprise, I found that severa l of the white luinps that
I had thought in the first instance to be " Cuckoo spit " were in
reality males of Hepialus humuli, which were clinging to the grass
stems with the wings folded along the body. This appears to me to
be clearly a method of protection, and the idea is emphasized by the
fact that the moth was only to be found where the " Cuckoo spit "
was. This example of the protection of H. humuli was entirely new '
to me.-G. GrnsoN-ROBERTSHAW;
Gordon Bank House, Luddenden
Foot S.O., Yorkshire.
LYCJENAZEPHYRUSvar. LYCIDAs.-Referring to Mr. Prideaux'
article in the March number of the 'Entomologist,' I note that the
above butterfly was taken in a " slightly ragged " condition at
Berisal as early as June 15th. It may be interesting to mention that
in 1886, about August 15th, I took two perfect specimens of the
female on a high grassy plateau of ~he Gemmi just before commencing
the ascent of the Pass. The altitude would be about the same as
that of Berisal; this capture therefore may be considered a striking
ENTOM.-APRIL,

1908.

H
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confirmation of the " very prolonged period of emergence " to which
Mr. Prideaux refers. I was living at the time in Dresden, and on my
return I took the two specimens out to Blasewitz for Dr . Staudinger's
inspection. He pronounced them to be undoubted Lyc idas, and
said that the locality was to him a new one. I had taken a rather
worn specimen of the male in the valley between Stalden and Brigue
at the end of July the year before.-R. S. STANDEN,F.E.S.; Lindfield ,
Sussex, March 7th, 1908.
BrnD CHASEDBYA BuTTERFLY.-One day while I was collecting
in the Bered Woods at Durban I was much interested to see a specimen of Papilio lyaus in hot pursuit of a bird ; he was chasing it in
exactly the same manner that many of the se big Papilios will
sometimes chase away other butt erflies from their own immediat e
neighbourhood, and the bird, which was about the size of a large
blackb ird, was flying rapidly before his pursuer, showing every
symptom of fear and trepidation, while the butterfly continued to
pursue the intruder for some dist an ce, before returning to his former
perch. Most collectors will doubtless have occasionally seen a bird
pur suing a butterfly (though generally without effecting its capture),
but I should be interested to know if anyone has ever before observed
the relative positions reversed.-(Miss)
M. E. FouNTAINE, F.E.S.;
Durban, N atal, December, 1907.
SYMPETRUM
VULGATUM.-Referring to the inquiry (antea, p. 39)
rel ating to Syrnpetrurn vulgatitrn : whilst I cannot, of course, give any
information as to the locality from which Mr. Harrison obtained the
specimen referred to, I can report that he was a most reliable man,
and accomp lished some good natural history work in this district.
In 1835 he took an active part in connection with the British Association Meeting at Hull, and we have many evidences in this museum
of his reliability.-T.
SHEPPARD; the Municipal Mu seum, Hull,
Mar ch 24th, 1908.
ENTOMOLOGICAL
SooIETY OF LONDON.-The First Commissioner
of H . M. Works having kindly placed the The atre, Great H all, and
other rooms of the Civil Service Commi ssion at Burlington Gardens
at the disposal of the Society, the Conversazione will be held there
on the evening of Friday, May 15th, and not as previously announced
to Fellows . Full particulars will be published during the current
month, and intending exhibitors are requested to communicate with
the Honorary Secretary, H. Rowland-Brown, 11, Chandos Street,
Cavendish Square, W.

CAPTURES

AND FIELD

REPORTS.

EuPITHEOIA INNOTATANOT IN WoROESTERSHIRE.-My note
(Entom. xl. p. 40) on the above insect having been taken by me here
having ei:ieen questioned by Mr. Eustace Bankes, I submitted the
insect to his kind inspection. He tells me that although my specimen might be referred equally well either to innotata or jraxinata
(assuming that th ese are distinct species, which is open to argument),

e
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